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1.1 Progress of the project  
 
This report covers nine months of activity, as the actual work started in September 2005 (the 

Managing Committee of the DPC-INGV 2004-2006 Agreement having received it in June 2005 and 
formally approved it in early August 2005). However, the project is the continuation of a former 
one, carried out in 2003-2004 (in the frame of the GNDT Cadre Project 2000-2002) with the 
participation of several Italian schools. The educational activities started within the past project 
were never completely discontinued after its closure: this enabled the current project to pick up an 
unbroken line of activity and to achieve significant results in a very short time. 

 
The current project has two short-term objectives and a long-term one: 

1. editing the educational tools devised within the former project (aimed at seismic risk reduction 
at school level) and preparing new ones dealing with a wider range of “risk reduction topics” 
and aimed at a mainstream public; 

2. carrying out all-round educational campaigns at school level; 
3. the long-term objective running in the background of the ones above, is developing a free-

standing tutorial system for teachers and students, designed to work with no direct intervention 
from the personnel currently involved in the project.  This seems the best way to preserve the 
knowledge collected by the EDURISK project,  there being at present no resources, within or 
without the project, to sustain a continued effort in the field of large-scale educational 
campaigns. 
 
From September 2005 we resumed all connections with the Comprehensive Institutes (Offices  

coordinating educational activities of nursery-, primary- and secondary schools of the 1st grade, 
with a student population in the 4-13 age range) involved in the previous project in several Italian 
regions. This created the conditions for launching a new large-scale educational campaign, 
scheduled for the second year of the project (School Year 2006-2007), involving more areas and 
educational subjects and a larger age-target than the former project.  

From the beginning of 2006, all educational materials produced within the previous project were 
revised, according to the results of an internal evaluation made in 2003-2005 and the suggestions by 
a pool of national and international referees. In view of the 2006-2007 educational campaign, the 
production of two new educational tools has been started: a “Volcanic risk notebook” (for the 
Primary school) and a “Regional  Appendix” for the Secondary school booklet will be issued at the 
start of next School Year (Autumn 2006). 

The multimedial tool “Virtual itineraries through the seismic history of Italy” (issued within the 
previous project as a prototype) was revised too: its final version (now in press) is to be released for 
educational use in the secondary schools and will be the centerpiece of an informative campaign 
addressed to the adult public. An English version is also being made. 

The revision/updating of the “informative tours” of the Eolian Islands Visitor Centres is  
ongoing but behind schedule, due to structural problems independent from this project.  The centres  
will be fully updated after the end of the 2006 Summer season. 
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The project of “Interactive Travelling Exhibition” is about to be completed (within schedule). 
This sophisticated ensemble of interactive workstations and “learning-by-playing” workshops 
realised with cheap and easy-to-get materials, will be inaugurated during the 1976 Friuli earthquake 
30th anniversary celebrations (September 2006): later on it will start on a tour of the Comprehensive 
Institutes participating to the EDURISK project, as an “alternative educational tool”. 

Planning educational activities for high schools students is more complex than for younger 
students: while nursery- and primary-school teachers have a pivotal role as mediators between the 
project matters and the students, high schools teachers mostly agree on not feeling up to assuming 
this role, and advise a direct interaction between EDURISK experts and high school students. Such 
an interaction would not be possible on a large scale: however, during the next School Year an 
experiment will be made, within a sample of Institutes, that will be provided with ad-hoc didactic 
material and – via Internet connection – with help in selecting research subjects and developing 
them. A new multimedial teaching tool on the subject of Seismic Vulnerability, specially designed 
for the requirements of professional schools for builders will be issued during next Autumn. 

 
1.2 Highlights of scientific achievements 
 
The EDURISK educational model was highly appreciated by the schools taking part in its  

experimentation. Several of these schools (particularly in Calabria and Emilia Romagna) have been 
working continuously on this subject for three years, and wish to keep on collaborating with 
EDURISK during the next School Year. Though the project avoided any form of publicity (not even 
a single press-release was made during the three years from its inception) requests for enlisting in 
the experimentation are increasing steadily: Though coping with them will stretch the project 
resources to the limit, from next year a number of Comprehensive Institutes in Liguria, Tuscany, 
Campania, Calabria and Sicily will be added to the experimentation. Apart from these forms of 
official cooperation, the EDURISK educational tools were requested and are currently used by 
about a hundred schools in various parts of Italy. 
 

Journal Title 
Liber Brunetti F., 2006, Che disastro in quelle pagine. Le catastrofi  della Terra nei libri di  

divulgazione per ragazzi, Liber, Libri per bambini e ragazzi, 69, 24-25. Attached document 
n. 1 

Il Pepeverde Marotta C., 2005, Se la terra trema, Edurisk il rischio sismico, Il Pepeverde, rivista di letture 
e letteraure per ragazzi, 23, 23-24. 

Andersen Novelli L., 2005, Leggere le scienze, lezione di terremoto, Andersen, il giornale dei libri per 
ragazzi, 5. 

 
Table 1. Reviews of the EDURISK material 
 
The EDURISK educational tools have earned the appreciation of a wide range of parties. The 

hundreds of EDURISK who experimented them first-hand gave especially high commendation to 
the nursery-school and primary-school booklets (according to the end-of-year evaluating 
questionnaires). Librarians and specialized magazines’ editors had glowing words of praise for the 
EDURISK products, the most influential magazine of all – Liber – having recently dedicated 
several pages to the project,  which states: “a good example of scientific communication” (Table 1). 
Several municipal administrations did also express noticeable interest, some of them having 
sponsored recent reprintings (Table 2). The National Department of Civil Protection (that is the 
project ultimate sponsor) used the EDURISK booklets during EUROSOT2005 and has recently 
rejoined an agreement with the project for the joint management of an EDURISK experimentation 
in Eastern Sicily. 
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Institution Description 
INGV, october 2005 Reprint of the 3 main booklets 
INGV, october 2005 English editions of nursery kit and primary book  
Regione Toscana Reprint of the 3 main booklets and the teacher’s guide 
DPC (National Department  
for Civil Protection) 

Reprint of the 3 booklets and the two english editions for the EUROSOT2005 
international training operation. 

Regione Friuli Reprint of the booklet “A lezione di terremoto” in Italian, Slovenian and Friulan 
OGS, Trieste Reprint of the 3 booklets for the 30th anniversary of the 1976 earthquake 

 
Table 2. Reprints or new editions of the EDURISK booklets (2005-2006) 
 
The project was presented at several international meetings (Potsdam, D, September 2004; 

Torino, I, October 2005; Faro, PT, October 2005; Lisboa, PT, November 2005; Nice, FR, 
November 2005 – Table 3), and will be amply represented at the next ECEES meeting (Genéve, 
CH, September 2006).  
 

Torino (Italy), October 5, 2005 
3rd world environmental education 
congress 

Presentation of the EUDRISK project “Percorsi formativi per l a 
riduzione del rischio” by R. Camassi 

Faro (Portugal), October 31, 2005 
Colòquio “O Terramoto de 1755 no 
Algarve” 

Invited lecture “Education for Earthquakes EDURISK” by R.  
Camassi 

Lisbon (Portugal), November 2, 2005, 
International conference “250th anniversary 
of the 1755 Lisbon Earthquake” 

Presentation of the EUDRISK proj ect: “Educational activities for 
reduction of earthquake impact” by Camassi et al., and “Localities  
abandoned following earthquakes in Italy” by Azzaro et al. 

Nice (France), November 5, 2005 
Workshop “Apprendre a vivre avec l e 
risque sismique” 

Invited lecture “La formation au risque sismique en Italie” by R. 
Camassi 

Bologna (Italy), May 25, 2006 
Workshop “Risk management and 
training” 

Invited lecture “Risk educational strat egies for schools” by R.  
Camassi 

 
Table 3. Recent international presentations of the project 
 
As a result, two leading international institutions - IFFO-RME (France) and PLANAT 

(Switzerland) – filed official requests for cooperation, leading not only to the diffusion of the 
project materials outside Italy but also to the development of international educational projects  
(Table 4). To meet the requirements of international cooperation, after preparing an English version 
of the nursery-school kit and primary-school notebook, it was decided to prepare a French, German 
and Spanish version too, and to make them available as .pdf files downloadable from the EDURISK 
website. The latter is undergoing revision and a completely new version will be available at the end 
of Summer 2006, together with an English version. 

 
IFFO-RME Institut français des formateurs risques majeurs et protection de l’environnement, Paris, France 

http://www.iffo-rme.fr/ Attached document n. 2 
PLANAT Nationale Plattform Naturgefahren, Berne, Switzerland http://www.planat.ch/index.php Attached  

document n. 1 
 

Table 4. Requests for cooperation 
 
1.3 Specific problems which have delayed progress  
 
The programmed activities are being developed, on the whole, within schedule. However, the 

time-lag between the schedule of school activities planning  (April-May 2005) and the start of the 
project (August 2005) caused great difficulties, owing to which the tutorial courses for teachers  
were delayed for more than three months, being actually held from December 2005 to February 
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2006: this will slow down the evaluation process and also result in a delay in the start of educational 
activities during the next School Year. 

The complexity of some objectives, coupled with a limited availability of funds, has delayed the 
preparation of some products (re-issue of the volume “terremoti come e perché”, regional 
appendixes, Interactive Travelling Exhibition): this problem is being solved with the cooperation of 
a few municipal administrations that have become co-financers of the project. 

 
1.4 Description of coordination meetings  
 

Date Place Research Units involved Subjects  
21/09/2005 INVG 

Roma  
All researchers involved in 
the project   

Presentation EDURISK Project  2002-2004 
- Aims, objectives, tools; Didactic experimentation;  
Tutorials and Evaluation; Virtual itineraries  
 Presentation EDURISK Project 2006-2007 
- Aims; Expect ed objectives; Activities planning for 1 st  
year 

29/09/2005 INGV 
Bologna  

Researchers representing 
- RU 1  INGV-MI 
- RU 2  INGV-RM 

 - Executive planning of educational activities in Umbri a 
Region (task 2)  

22/11/2005 INGV 
Bologna  

Researchers representing 
- RU 1  INGV-MI 
- RU 2  INGV-RM 

- Executive planning of educational activities in Calabri a 
Region (task 2)  
- Advancement of task 1 activities 

05/12/2006 Roma  
DPC 

Researchers representing 
- RU 1  INGV-MI 
- RU 2  INGV-RM 
- DPC Project referents 

Presentation of the Project  
Edurisk  2005 – 2007  
Project 2002-2005 
 Presentation of the results of the EDURISK didactic 
experimentation in the schools   

26/01/2006 INGV 
Bologna  

Researchers representing 
- UR 1  INGV-MI 
- UR 2  INGV-RM 
- UR 6  INOGS 
 

Planning of task activities 1  
Subproject D9 Int eractive travelling workshop on natural  
risk for the basic school  
Task 2  Executive planning of educational activities in the 
Province of Bologna   

 
27/04/2006 
 

INGV 
Bologna  

Researchers representing 
- UR 1  INGV-MI 
- UR 2  INGV-RM 

Task 2 Planning and implementation of the procedures for 
evaluating the efficaciousness of the educational  
initiatives (Emilia Romagna, Calabria, Umbria) 

03/05/2006 Roma  
DPC 

Researchers representing 
- UR 1  INGV-MI 
- UR 2  INGV-RM 
- DPC Project referents 

Advancement of task 1 and 2 activities 
Task 2 Planning of educational activities in eastern 
Sicilian Provinces (CT, RG, SR) 

22-
23/03/2006 

INGV  
Napoli 

Researchers representing 
- UR 3 INGV-NA 
- UR 5  UNI-NA   

Task 1 D10 Multimedial educational product for the 
professional school  

30/11/2005 
1/12/2005 

INOGS 
Trieste  

Researchers representing 
- UR 1  INGV-MI 
- UR  4  INGV-CT 
- UR 6  INOGS 

Task 1 DVD Virtual Itineraries  

08/02/2006 INGV 
Roma 
 

Researchers representing 
- UR 1  INGV-MI 
- UR 2  INGV-RM 

Task 1 D6 Subproject Eolian Islands informative centres  
virtual tours 

 
Table 5. Coordination meetings of the EDURISK project 
 
This project being the follow-up of a previous EDURISK project, its management does heavily 

rely on the staff who developed it from inception and which includes widely varying competences.  
In September 2005 there was a “start-of-project” meeting, with the participation of the 

personnel of all involved RUs and other interested parties, its main objective being to present the 
methodological guidelines, past history and achievements of the previous project, in order to define 
the objectives and development milestones of the present one. 
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After this first general assembly, all activities have been jointly coordinated by the Bologna RU 
(scientific leader) and the Roma RU (organising leader), all subsequent meetings (Table 5) being 
devoted to the planning and managing of single subprojects. The planning of each single 
educational tool now being prepared was carried out mainly via the online discussion of single 
working files and, occasionally, in informal meeting restricted to a few participants only. 

The RU coordinators and the objective responsibles will meet again June 2006. 
 
1.5 Key publications which have arisen directly from this project  
 

Azzaro R., Camassi R., Cascone M., Peruzza L., Amantia A., Guglielmino F. and. S. Mangiagli, 2006. 
Earthquakes and ghost towns in Sicily (Southern Italy): a journey through the places of memory. A 
proposal of virtual seismic itineraries as an educational tool. Proceedings of the First European 
Conference on Earthquake Engineering and Seismology, 3-8 september 2006, Geneve (CH), SS 3. 

Azzaro R., Camassi R., Cascone M. and L. Peruzza, 2005. Localities abandoned following earthquakes in 
Italy. A lesson for communities rediscovered through virtual seismic itineraries: the case-history of 
Sicily. Proceedings of the international conference on 250th anniversary of the 1755 Lisbon earthquake, 
1-4 november 2005, Lisbon (Portugal), 130-134. 

Brasini F., Modonesi D., Camassi R. and B. Sidoti, 2006. "Tutti giù per terra" (all fall down) – An active 
course to discover earthquakes topics. Proceedings of the First European Conference on Earthquake 
Engineering and Seismology, 3-8 september 2006, Geneve (CH), SS 3, in press. 

Camassi R., 2006. Percorsi formativi per la riduzione del rischio: il progetto EDURISK, Proceedings of the 
3rd world environmental education congress, 2-6 october 2005 Torino, Italy, in press.  

Camassi R., 2006. Risk educational strategies for schools: the EDURISK project in the Bologna Province, 
Proceedings of the SETRIC workshop “Risk management and training”, Bologna 25-26 May 2006, in 
press. 

Camassi R., Azzaro R., Castelli V., La Longa F., Pessina V. and L. Peruzza, 2005. “Knowledge and 
practice”. Educational activities for reduction of earthquake impact: the EDURISK project, Proceedings 
of the international conference on the 250th Anniversary of the 1755 Lisbon Earthquake, 1-4 november 
2005, Lisbon (Portugal), 100-104 

Camassi R., Azzaro R., Castelli V., La Longa F., Meletti C., Pessina V. and L. Peruzza, 2005. Educazione al 
terremoto, .eco l'educazione sostenibile, XVII (4), 14-15. 

Castelli V., 2005. Sulle tracce di sant’Emidio in giro per il mondo. In: La festa di Sant’Emidio. Guida ai 
festeggiamenti, XV, Comune di Ascoli Piceno, 14-15. 

Castelli V., 2006. Lets we forget. A preliminary map of the collective earthquake rituals in Italy. Proceedings 
of the First European Conference on Earthquake Engineering and Seismology, 3-8 september 2006, 
Geneve (Switzerland), SS 3, in press. 

Costa N., Giraldo M.L. and B. Sidoti, 2005. What if there’s and earthquake?, EDURISK-INGV-Giunti 
Progetti Educativi, Firenze-Milano. 

Ercolani E., Camassi R., Castelli V. and L. Postpischl, 2006. Let’s go visit Città di Castello in 1789. 
Proceedings of the First European Conference on Earthquake Engineering and Seismology, 3-8 
september 2006, Geneve (Switzerland), SS 3. 

Luciani R., 2005. Lesson on earthquakes, EDURISK-INGV-Giunti Progetti Educativi, Firenze-Milano.  
Nave R. and C. Piccione, 2006. Education and information as tool for risk mitigation: the experience of the 

Eolian visitors centres. Proceedings of the First European Conference on Earthquake Engineering and 
Seismology, 3-8 september 2006, Geneve (Switzerland), SS 3, in press. 

Nave R., 2006. Public communicaton on the dangers and risks of volcanoes, the Vesuvius experience, 
Proceedings of the SETRIC workshop “Risk management and training”, Bologna 25-26 May 2006, in 
press. 

Nave R., Isaia R. and S. Sorda, 2006. Risk education in the project EDURISK: the Italian experience. 
Proceedings of Cities on Volcanoes 4, Quito 23-27 January  2006. 

Peruzza L., Priolo E., Sirovich L., Slejko D. (eds), 2006. Il terremoto del Friuli del 1976; studiare, 
conoscere… vivere con i terremoti. Istituto Nazionale di Oceanografia e Geofisica Sperimentale – OGS, 
Stella Arti grafiche, Trieste, 8 pp. 
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DOCUMENTARY APPENDIX 

 
Document n. 1 - Review of the EDURISK books: Brunetti F., 2006, Che disastro in quelle pagine. 

Le catastrofi della Terra nei libri di divulgazione per ragazzi, Liber, Libri per bambini e ragazzi,  
69, 24-25. 

 
Document n. 2 -  Request for collaboration by IFFO-RME  Institut français des formateurs risques  

majeurs et protection de l’environnement, Paris, 5 December, 2005. 
 
Document n. 3 - Request for collaboration by PLANAT Nationale Plattform Naturgefahren, Berne, 

14 April, 2006. 
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